Comparison of methods for evaluating bacterial contamination of ultrasound probes.
To determine suitable methods for evaluating bacterial contamination of ultrasound probes. We compared probe imprinting, swab streaking, and swab suspension methods for evaluating bacterial contamination of ultrasound probes. Experimental and clinical investigations showed that the sensitivity for detecting bacterial contamination of ultrasound probes was higher with probe imprinting than with swab methods. Probe imprinting was very simple and required only agar plates. Probe imprinting was the most suitable method for evaluating bacterial contamination of ultrasound probes.